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TERMS. 

Tus Crevear is published by Communists, and 
for Connunists. Its main object is to help the ed- 
ucation of several confedertted Axsociations, who 
are practically devoted to the Pentecost principle 
of conmunrity of property. Nearly all of its 


realers outside of those Associations are Commu- | 
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by the free contributions of this Communist con- 
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for the yearly volume ; but he must not require us 
to keep his accounts. 
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rey~ Comnunications should be addressed to— 
“Tur Cirecutar, Brooklyn, NV. Y.” 
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Talk about the Second Coming--No. 2. 

Inquirer.—I fin) great difficulty still in re- 
conciling al/ the language of the New Testa- 
ment respecting the Second Coming, with your 
theory ofa secret Advent at the destruction of 
Jerusalem. I see plainly that Christ said he 
would come at that time, and that the disciples 
one ani all, expected him within a lifetime. 


But then it seems to me that many great and| 
| 


public transactions, such as the resurrection 
judgment, &c., are spoken of in connection 
with the Second Coming, which could not have 
taken place in any obscure way. So IT am 
driven to doubt whether there is not some mis- 
take in your understanding of Christ’s lan- 
guage in regard to the time. 

Circu'ar.—But, my dear sir, would it not 
be quite as proper for you to doubt whether 
there is not some mistake in your understand- 
ing of the language about the nature of the 
great transactions of which you speak? I con- 
vinced you, in our former talk, that the word 
cloud, in the New Testament-deseriptions of the 
Second Advent, cannot safely be taken in its 
ordinary gross sense. Perhaps you will find 
reasoa for a similar change of views in relation 
to the meaning of many viher expressions con- 
nected with this subj-ct. If you once get your 
eyes open to the fact that there is another 
world besides this, and another set of senses 
besides those which perceive mere gross mat- 
ter, you will find yourself’ invited into extensive 
courses of new interpretation. 

Inquirer. —Bat must we not impute some- 
thing like deception to Christ, if we hold that 
he used terms that belong to things in this 
world, while he was describing things in the 
spiritual world ? 

Cireular.--No ; because his peculiar use of 
language was expounted by peculiar fucts.— 
T’or instance, the disciples could not have been 
deceived, as the world has been, about the 
meaning of the expression, ‘clouds of hesven’——- 
for they had seen a sample of these clouds in 
the se:ne of the transfizuratiou ; and Peter ex- 
pressly referred to that seone long afterwards, 


as an exnasition of what he expected at the 
We must not imagine, there- | 


Secon] Corning. 
fore, that he or any other of the apostles or 
primitive believers looked for Christ, as_ the 
stupil have sine, in the rain-clouds. © Christ 
expressly cautioned them, again and again, 
against looking for his coming in any way that 
could be referred to external locality ; and men 
who had seen the tran-figuration and the ascen- 
sion, were in no danger of mistaking the world 
to which the Second Cowing belonged. 
Taquirer.—But almitting that Christ came 
as you say, according to the sample of the 
transfizuration, as a vision only to spiritual 
senses, and laying aside for the present the 
difficulties in relition to the concomitants of his 
coming, still it seems strange to me that so 
noible an event as the personal reappearance 
of Christ to men in this world, should not have 
been reported by those who witnessed it, as the 
(tansfzuration and ascension were. 


A Paper with such objects and such | 


Willow Place, Brooklyn. If 


We rely on the free gifts of 


Circular.—This is a natural suggestion ; 
| but I will show youa very good reason why 
those who witnessed the Second Coming, never 
Go with me to the 


reported it in this world. 
24th of Matthew, and read from the 15th verse 
You see there, that after describing 


onward, 
the tribulations of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the Second Coming immediately following, 
and after saying, with the emphasis of an oath, 
that ‘all these things’ should come to pass 
within the lifetime of the generation then 
present, Christ goes on to warn his disciples 
that his advent would be as sudden and un- 
expected as the flood was to the antediluvians ; 
and then he tells them what would come to pass 
at that momentous crisis, in these singular 
words :—* Tren shall two be in the field; the 
one shall be taken, and the other left: two wo- 
men shall be grinding at the mill ; Ae one shall 
| be taken, and the other left. (Vers. 40, 41.) 
| There can be no mistake about the meaning of 
‘this. The first word ‘rien,’ refers directly to 
| the sudden coming of the Son of man. We 
know, therefore, that at that moment persons 


| engaged together in ordinary occupations were 


instantaneously separated —‘ one was taken By 
This 


separating operation, and the reason for it, are 


| ru Sow or Man, and the other left.’ 


illustrated afterwards by the parable of the ten 


| 
| 
| virgins, which is immediately connected with 
| this same subject of the sudden coming of the 
| Son of man, and which commences with the 
| word ‘ruen,’ obviously referring to the crisis 
| when one should be taken and another left. 
| Five of the virgius were taken when the bride- 
room came, because they were wise and were 


£ 


| 

[ready ; and five were left, beeause they were 
| foolish and had no oil. It is clear, then, that 
| the wise part of the Primitive church—those 
who were truly spiritual, and so in condition 
‘to see Christ-—-were taken away with him at 
his Coming. The witnesses who alone could 
have authovitively reported the facts, ‘ went in 
unto the marriage, and the door was shut.’ 

Inquirer.—In what manner do you suppose 
that they were taken away ? 

Circular.—The process is twice described 
specifieally, in Paul’s writings, as follows :— 
* Behold, T show you a mystery : We shal! not 
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a m>- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the list 
trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed.”? (1 Cor. 15: 51, 52.) ** Forthis 
we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that 
we which are alive and remain unto the coming 
of the Lord, shall not prevent them which are 
asleep. For the Lord himself shali descend 
the archangel, and with the trump of God ; 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caugt up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lod ia the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lard.” (1 Thess. 4: 15—17.) 

Inquirer.—-Do you really believe that these 
things came to pass in the apostolic age ? 

Circular.—Most assuredly. Do you not see 
plain indieitions in the language of both these 
passages, that Paul expected that he an! oth- 
ers then on earth, would live till these events ? 
‘The dead,’ he says, ‘shall be raised. and we 
(the living] shall be changed.? And ir the 
other passige, s'ill more emplittically he says, 
‘We which are alive an] remain unto the com- 
ing of the Lord, shall not prevent [i. e. antici- 
pate] them that are asleep +’ and again, ‘We 
which are alive end remain sba!l be cansht up 
together with them,’ i. ., the dead, Tn an- 
other passage he says exnress'y, ‘We look for 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change ovr 
vile hody.? (Phil. 3: 29, 21.) It is perfeetly 
m-nifest that he exneeted the coming of the 
Lord, within the life-time of tue generation 





from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 


then living; and that he regarded it as proba- 
ble that he should be alive, and of course that 
he should be changed, and taken away at that 


time. And this was a perfectly legitimate ex- 
pectation. In the first place, he had Christ’s 


appointment of the time as recorded by the 
Evangelists ; and then ke had still surer_testi- 
mony directly from Christ himself. Do you 
not observe that in both the passages above ci- 
ted, the apostle gives notice that he was speak- 
‘ Behold,’ says he, * I show 
you a mystery,’ i. e., a secret revealed by the 


ing by revelation ? 


Spirit; and again, ‘ This we say unto you by 
the word of the Lord.’ So that his annuncia- 
tions of the time and manuer of the Second 
Coming, did not depend at all on any uncer- 
tain interpretation of previous records; but 
And 
yet they agreed perfectly with the reports of the 
Evangelists. You see then, that Christ’s saying, 
‘one shall be taken and another left,’ as explained 


were original messages: from the Lord. 


the Second Coming, were to be changed from 
mortality to immortality, instantaneously, by 
the vision of Christ’s glorious body : and were 
to be taken away from the midst of those with 
ordinary occupation. Ina word, at the Sec- 
ond Coming the believers that remained alive, 
vanished, and carried the secret into heaven. 





Beginnings. 

In three particular things at least, we look 
back to the Leginning of our experience as the 
best. 
second, in respect to love between the sexes ; 
third, in respect to religious experience. We 
‘ook back to childhood as the period in which 
we enjoyed the greenest and most delightful 
'ife, full of romance: and to our first experience 
of love as the most beautiful; and to the be- 


First, in respect to life as a whole; 


sinning of our religious experience as the 
sweetest, liveliest portion of that. The search 
for happiness is simply an effort to recover the 
tone of experience we had in the beginning ; 
to get back to our first life, first love, and first 
religion—to get back and keep there. 

We are sure that we can be perfectly happy. 
We have tasted of the pure river of the water 
of life, and are convinced that it is not imagin- 
ary, but a fixed fact. We have tested it, and 
are c-rtain that it is possible to have a lively, 
‘ealthy, busy spirit, full of the romance of 
We have had asense, too, of beantiful 
The great prize to 


vouth. 
love toward God and man. 
gain, is, to find how to recover and keep our 
first tone—-i. e., to become as little children, 
and recover the simplicity and purity of life 
which belongs to our first growth in these three 
things. If we ean find our way back to the 
bevinnings of life, love, and religion, we have 
solved the problem of our existence. 

Life as it is in the world, offers men the idea 
of happiness embodied in sufficient experience 
-imply to let them know of what they are ca- 
pable, leaving an impression which begets per- 
petual hope, and the longings of a whole life. 
They are allowed to possess the happiness of hea- 
ven long enough to know wihatit is, but are not 
‘lowed to keepit. Every thing dri!ts away from 
them—the whole eurrent of their life is to- 
wards barrenness and decay. But the first 
blessed experience we have in these things, 
is perpetual'yin Crist, and ve can find it there 
wain. This assertion isnot mere cant, nor 
talk on authority: it is philosophically true. 

What is Christ? He is the Son of God— 
the Word of God. Tle is the first outflow from 
the Father, who is eternal life. By him, God 
made the world, and he is the connecting link 
between the universe and eternal life. Through 
him a fountain of perfect life gushes forth from 
the Father. In respect to the whole wwirerse, 











he is, in a perpetual sense, what this first 


by Paul, means, that the spiritual expectants of 


whom they might be associated in matters of 


bright experience is to our whole life. If we 
trace out our existence, we find the first link is 
life, the second is the first fresh exercise of 
life, of which we have been speaking. So,God 
the Father is eternal life, the first link ; and the 
first exercise of his life isin Christ. Ifwe have 
drifted away from freshness of life, and fallen 
into weakness, and are longing to find again 
the first bright link in our experience, we must 
return into Christ, who is the first exercise and 
the perpetual flow of that fountain of which we 
have tasted. 

John says—‘ That which was from THE BE- 
GINNING, Which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon 
and our hands have handled, of the Word of 
life ; for the life was manifested and we have 
seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you 
that eternal life which was with the Father, 
and was manifested unto us; that which we have 
seen and heard, declare we unto you, that ye 
also may have fellowship with us; and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ ; and these things write we 


unto you that your joy may be full.’ After- 
ward he says, ‘I write unto you because ye have 





| 


known him ¢hat is from the beginning.’ If we 
would recover our first experience, we must 
know him who is from the beginning ; we must 
have the beginning-life that isin Christ. If we 
have in us any longings for the sweetness, sa- 
credness, beauty, of our first love, either reli- 
gious or social, we may seek it in Christ; it is 
there, and we can find it no where else. 

We see here the immeasurable, practical 
importance of recognizing Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God. By it we mean nothing less 
than that he is the beginning life, the ont- 
growth of God, the first expression of the 
eternal life which was in the Father. Jesus 
Christ was proved to be the Son of Gud by 
transactions fitted to show that his life was of 
this beginning sort. Paul tells us that he was 
proved to be ‘the Son of Gud, by his resur- 
rection from the dead ;’ and his resurrcetion 
‘rom the dead, was indeed, the greatest possi- 
ble manifestation of his invincible vitality. — 
ITis resurrection was an-everlasting defiance of 
decay, and all the powers of destruction. He 
was the Sun of God, and was made flesh ; he 
carried the fresh immortal life of the Father 
into the flesh, and submitted to all the powers 
like 


other men, but to violence :—his heart was 


of decay; not only to gradual deeay, 
speared. But after three days he rose from 
‘he grave, and thereby demonstrated the pow- 
crof the Father. He triumphed over the 
worst that man and Satan could do, and rose 
out of their power to an extent which perfeetly 
lemonstrated that he was the Son of God. 
This is eternal life in us, that we know God and 
Jesus Christ. We may talk about having fel- 
lowship with Paul, and the Primitive Church, 
and others ; but we must have eternal life in 
vurselves. It is as true now as it was in the 
lays of the Primitive Church, that there is no 
other name given amorg men, whereby we may 
be saved. but the name of Jesus Christ. It is 
is true now as then, that Paul may plant and 
others may water, but the increase is from 





God the Father, and Jesus Christ. We may 
get help from those who are set to pl nt and to 
water; but they must not substitute them- 
elves for Christ; but seek to bring those 
whem they teach to the knowledge of the 
Father and the Son. 

Peter stys, ‘ Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope by the resurr ction 
of Christ from the dead, . . . in whom, though 
now ye see hi:n not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable, and full of glory’— 
There was the beginning of their experienee— 





there was their first fresh love in Christ, be« 
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gotten by his resurrection from the dead. If 
we apprehend him, we cannot be overcome by 
the powers of death. Ifwe know him as the 
Son of God, as one risen from the dead, we 
shall rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. We fipd in all the epistles, addresses to 
the church, as being in the Father, and in Jesus 
Christ. 

In this view we see also the importance of 
keeping our hearts toward Christ. Seek to 
know him, talk about him, study bis character. 
This is the philosophical way of getting back to 
the state you desire, and staying there. In 
pursuing this course you find yourself gradually 
recovering things that you had lost—recover- 
ing beautiful states of spiritual sensation from 
time to time. We may know that everything 
that was good in our first experience can be 
recovered ; for as often as we touch Christ we 
have a return of first love. 

All are secretly, and perhaps unconsciously, 
seeking the recovery of their first experience. 
In fact the whole world are groping after this 
thing. The true way of recovery is in Christ. 
Every one who has had happy, genial, fresh 
life, in which they enjoyed everything around 
them, can find it again in him. The way to 
become more acquainted with Christ, is to 
count all things but loss that we may win him. 
Our straying away from first simplicity, is by a 
natural process. When people are happy they 
become pleasure-seekers ; that leads to unhap- 


practical basis of personal reform, and hence it is 
the true gospel to the individual. 

Now on the ground of Christ’s Second Coming at 
the time he appointed, by which he established his 
final kingdom—his political and social organization 
in human nature, and assumed his sovereignty over 
the nations, why should we not exhort mankind to 
reckon the advantages of that fact, and ‘ put off’ the 
old world with its"deeds, and put on the new world 
which is renewed after the image of heaven ? 

The parallel between the case of the individual 
and the world is complete. The fact of the past 
Second Coming of Christ, is, as we have said, virtu- 
ally the resurrection-gospel tothe world. It com- 
pletes the gospel of the death and resurrection, so as 
to extend it to mankind socially, politically, and 
universally. Paul's statement of the gospel in his 
day was, ‘Christ was delivered for our offences, and 
raised again for our justification.” We think he 
would add now, in view of the subsequent fact, ‘And 
came the second time, for the celestialization of the 
world.’ 

It will be found that as this great truth comes to 
be recognized and believed in the world, it will have 
the same effect as the doctrine of the resurrection 
has on individuals. It will give an effectual moral 
purchase for the lever of improvement and reform. 
Viewing Christ as actually king, reigning with the 
glorified body of his first followers, they will be 
brought near: loyalty, faith, and hope, will spring 
up, and all the obstructions betweea this world and 
heaven will disappear. The world will begin to 
identify itself with its sovereign—old institutions 
and imaginations will melt away as they do in per- 
sonal character, under the influence of the gospel, 
and all things, on the great scale, will become new. 

Friends! Believers! Let us understand and ap- 
preciate these great facts that already exist. We 





piness. Then they go to Christ, and in him| 
find happiness again. Here, forgetting their past 
experience, they run again into pleasure-seek- | 
ing ; and so it goes on, till they have experience 
enough to make it a fixed fact always before 
them, that pleasure-secking fails of attaining its 
object, and that Christ-seeking is the only road 
to happiness. When that fact becomes fully 
recognized in the heart, persons will learn 
to abide at the fountain, and go on in eternal 


prosperity. —/ Reprint. 
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Yesterday at Washington. 


The Inauguration, at Washington, passed off as 
usual yesterday. President Pizrce, in his address, 
glorifies the Constitution and Union, sides strongly 
with the Compromise folks against Anti-slavery agi- 
tation, and squints plainly at the acquisition of 
whatever neighboring territory we want ; which will 
doubtless be gratifying to the filibusters. 

The most interesting feature of the proceeding, 
is the spectacle of the transfer of the government of 
twenty-five millions of people, involving a patronage 
of two hundred and fifty millions of dollars, in a 
perfectly orderly and peaceful way. The outgoing 
President waits upon his suecessor—rides in the same 
carriage with him to the inauguration-ceremony, 
and afterwards dines with him at the presidential 
mansion, which he has just vacated forever. Not an 
arm or a voice is raised in the whole country against 
the quiet transfer of power. This exhibits a degree 
of civilization that would hardly be expected in any 
other part of the world, and affords ground for lively 
faith to those who are looking for the realization of 
God’s kingdom in the earth. We have strong hope— 
not in the Union and Constitution—but in the provi- 
dential education of the people, which we see going 
on. We will expect good things from the new admin- 
istration—not because we believe in Gen. Pierce; 
but because there is a superior purpose directing 
the course of events, of which he cannot but be a 
servant. 





The Inauguration 1800 Years Ago. 


The doctrine of the Second Coming at the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, as taught in the New Testament, 
is in truth a gospel to the world. As a prophecy, it 
was an important element of the gospel of the Primi- 
tive church. As a past fact, it is now still more im- 
portant and practical in its bearings upon salvation. 
It seems to us that it has a similar relative value to 
the redemption of the world asa whole, that the 
fact of Christ’s resurrection has to the salvation of 
the individual. 

On the ground of the death and resurrection of 
Christ, and our baptism into him, we are invited to 
reckon ourselves dead and risen with him—dead to 
sin, dead to law, and alive toGod. We are exhorted 
to put off the old man, (seeing it is crucified with 
Christ,) and to put on the new man—the righteous, 
resurrection-man. This basis, which is furnished by 
faith in the death and resurrection of Christ, is found 
by all experience, to be a successful, and the only 





need not look forward to some unknown possibility 
in the future for the chance of saving the world; we 
have only todig up events long past and covered with 
mountains of human tradition, to find that the great 
facts of salvation are already finished, and gloriously 
complete. Let us heave away at the monstrous 
falsehood which covers this fact about the Second 
Coming, and we shall see the effect in a renewed 
world. 





Purifying the Heart. 


‘* Blessed are the pure in heart ; for they shall see 
So Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 
purify your hearts, yedouble-minded. . . .. Seeing 
ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the breth- 
ren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart, 
fervently. .... Now ye are clean through the 
word which I have spoken unto you.”—Wew Testa- 
ment. 

To see and know God, is eternal life : it comprises 
the whole of salvation. But how to see and know 
The answer is, ‘ Blessed are the pure in 
It is not to go away 


him ? 
heart, for they shall see God. 
into the sky, to see him, and it is not to call him up 
from the deep, by long and loud prayers; but it is by 
clearness of inward vision. God is present ‘in our 
heart and in our mouth,’ every where and in all cir- 
cumstances ; and he is easy to be seen if we have the 
single eye, the pure medium for the heart to look 
through. Inno other way could he ever be seen 
happily, even in heaven itself. 

To see God, the central, refined spirit of the uni- 
verse, requires the perceptive attention of our whole 
life. It does not require any new faculty, but sim- 
ply the undivided exercise of what we have. We 
cannot see him, and at the same time attend to other 
things. The heart being the vital capital which 
directs our attention, must hence be purified of other 
objects and attractions, and possess entire singleness, 
in order that our perceptions may be sufficiently 
concentrated to discern God. Hearing, fecling, and 
tasting, are but different forms of perception, as well 
as sight; and all these bodily senses will follow the 
state of the heart, either furnishing a false medium 
ora true, as that is pure orimpure. There is evi- 
dently the highest philosophical, as well as Scriptural 
ground for the position that singleness of attention, 
embracing the whole life, or the state described as 
‘pure in heart,’ is necessary to see God, 

It follows from these premises, that Christ’s 
direction to those who would be his disciples, to 
forsake father, mother, houses, lands, wife, chil- 
dren, &c., was strictly rational. It was simply the 
necessary process, by which only their hearts could 
be purified, and their attention brought into a state 
where they could see God. These worldly attrac- 
tions which occupy the heart, form precisely the 
murky medium which takes the place of God: they 
are so many distracting influences operating on our 
attention, and precluding the intensity of life which 
alone can discern and deal with him. Here is the 
danger of property, and makes ground for Christ’s 
thrice-emphatic declaration concerning the rich— 
‘How hardly shall they that have riches, enter 
into the kingdom of God. For it is easier for 
a camel to go through a needle’s eye, than for a 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.’ He 
leaves room for the possibility, but ouly on the sup- 
position that God’s power was sufficient to induce 
the rich man to forsake his riches. He brings out 
the difficulty in the case very clearly in another 
place, where, after directing his disciples not to lay 


up treasure on earth. but to sell that they had, and The bleod of Christ is able to wash us from 

give alms, and lay up treasure in heaven, he adds, jour sins ; and habit is the very life-blood 

‘For where your treasure is, there will your heart 

be also.’ Of course, if the heart is in earthly treas- 

ures, whether of family, property, or reputation, it Habit, strictly analyzed, is self-inspira- 

will be impure; it will carry the attention with its | tion. You have a proclivity to do a thing 

and the person in that double-eyed state, isin no thus and so shich -eeds fr 

condition whatever to see God. ius : nd so, which proceeds trom an accu- 
Salvation, then, requires as its first condition, the | Mulation of life that has done past acts in 

You have repeated an ac- 


tion over and over again, and your life has 


lof all sin. 





clearing out of the heart, of these various treasures | the same way. 
of all kinds, that it may be reduced to singleness of F 


eye. And this seems to be in some sense, a volunta- 4 é 
ry process on our part. Peter says they had ‘purified ‘accumulated in a form corresponding to that 


their souls in obeying the truth through the spirit ? /action ; and now, in doing it you are in- 


and Christ said of his disciples, that they were 'spired by your own life. This self-inspiration 
‘clean through the word’ which he had spoken unto | . 7 i ival of God’e inant 
them. They had received the word calling them be the most consummate rival of Go 8 nspl- 
away from the objects of their outward affection, and | ration. In order to be true men we must 
had obeyed it. They had literally forsaken all for | be inspired by God; but habit, i. e., self- 
Christ, and so had purified their hearts; and the | inspiration, takes the place of God’s inspira- 


promise that they should ‘see God’ was fulfilled to| . , eos ‘ 
them—substantially in their experience in this ition. You have a prociavity to doa thing, 
If you are 


world, and gloriously in their reception into the and from whence does it come ? 
junder the influence of habit, it comes from 


bosom of the Father at the Second Coming. 

The same word of truth remains for us; and we | . ourself : sf you are moved by a true ineni 
have the opportunity, in obeying it through the |/ Nees Me — z . °y a — 
Spirit, to follow them to the same result. If any | ration it comes from God. The proclivity 


| may be the same in one case as the other ; 
|but there is a heaven-wide difference in the 


walk in darkness, and do not see God, let them not 
impute the blame to him; it is certainly because 





they have not ‘ purified their hearts’ in obeying 
plain truth. Let them examine and see if ‘the cares 
of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the lusts of other things,’ have not entered in and 
obscured their vision. ‘If thine eye be single,’ says 
Christ, ‘thy whole body shall be full of light; but 
if thine eye be evil, [i.e. double, or disordered,] thy 
whole body shall be full of darkness.” James ex- 
horts us to ‘draw nigh unto God ;’ and Paul exhorts 
men to ‘seek the Lord, if haply they might /ee/ 
after him, and find him, though he be not far from 
every one of us.’ We are also admonished to ‘ hear 
his voice,’ and finally some are spoken of as having 
‘tasted that the Lord is gracious.’ Thus God is not 
afar off, but near and accessible, and open co all our 
modes of perception; and the only difficulty, if we 
do not perceive and rejoice in his presence, is, that 
our sight is diverted and our hearts possessed by 
other things. 

Communism has been made to us, a purifying or- 
dinance to the heart. Its trials have been simply 
those necessary ones, which are involved in obedi- 
ence to the truth. It plants us practically on the 
great fact that God owns all things. It has led us 
to give up houses and lands, relatives and reputa- 
tion. We can truly say as a Community, that our 
hearts are cumbered by none of these things—that 
‘the kingdom of God and his righteousness’ have ta- 
ken their place. And if Christ gives us manifold 
more of what we have forsaken, it comes to us now 
in a new way, ina way not to occupy our hearts 
and obscure the giver; but rather to reveal him. 
Whatever is before us, we trust will but serve to 
complete the effect—to make us ‘ pure in heart, that 
we may see God.’ 





Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 177. 
nee nes sek Ga vtan, Fes, 26, 1853.] 
HABIT. 

The principle of Aabit should be regarded 
as our worst enemy ; and we should always 
be wide awake to give it battle. It would, 
if it could, perpetuate all the evils there 
are among us. <A very trifling evil becomes 
great by repetition; and the smallest evil 
perpetuated through eternity, would get to 
be enormous. Itis the very function of 
habit to convert a small evil into an enor- 
mous one, by perpetuating it. If we un- 
derstand the nature of this principle, we 
shall refuse to give it any practical tolera- 
tion whatever. Invariably, let the circum- 
stances be what they may, it is right to 
demand that habit shall surrender. 

In the case of a drunkard, it is habit, 
and not liquor or enjoyment, that is his ruin. 
The Maine-Law reformers, if they were 
intelligent, would aim at the destruction of 
habit ; for it is that which makes drunkards, 
and not rum. It is habit that enslaves the 
passions, and binds men to their idolatries 
in all cases. If we thoroughly arm our- 
selves against this principality, and steadily 
move forward to emancipation from its bon- 
dage, we shall rid ourselves of every bad 
thing that has been fastened upon us by 
education or descent. Our hope against 
habit is in the free life of Jesus Christ, 
which will make little children of us. The 
cross of Christ is the power to redeem us. 


source. 

Our natural feeling is, that we do not 
want to be always on the strain for originali- 
ty—we want todo things easy. Thatis the 
reason why habits are encouraged—you do 
not have to strain yourself up to original ac. 
tion in case of habit—you are propelled by 
an accumulated force. It is a desirable ob- 
ject to gain, to be propelled by some force 
and not under the strain of originality ; but 
there is an infinitely greater fund of life in 
God, to inspire action and make it easy, 
than can be accumulated by habit; and in 
comparison with the ease which will attend 
our action under true inspiration, all the 
ease we get from habit is hard work. We 
have but a small reservoir of force back of 
our machinery, if there is nothing but habit 
behind it; but we have a vast ocean if God 
is behind it: and under the propelling influ- 
ence of his Spirit, we get all the advantage 
of habit, and vastly more. Those who seek 
for ease, if they have a wholesome fondness 
for it, and know what they are about, 
will seek it by breaking up habit, and being 
led by God. Habit is like bad oil to ma- 
chinery. If you put bad oil on machinery, 
it will run a little while and then stop, and 
have to be thoroughly cleaned before it will 
run again. abit is bad oil, and must be 
cleaned out of the machinery. The inspira- 
tion of God is oil that will make the machine- 


ry run for any length of time. It is self- 
clearing and self-renewing oil. That is a 


good definition of the Spirit of God. 

Here is one purpose in which we can all 
agree—to eternally hate and make war on 
habit, and as fast as we can, find out ways 
and means to destroy it. We need not turn 
aside to consider how far we are in bondage 
to it personally, or be embarrassed by the 
feeling that because we have habits it will 
not do to fightin thiswar. Let us fix our eye 
steadily and singly on the truth that has 
been presented, and let the natural purpose 
that this truth is calculated to beget, have 
birth. Such a purpose, if it is but a grain 
of mustard seed, will work straight forward 
to the emancipation of your character from 
allevil. You do not need to form that pur- 
pose yourself: but simply to recognize the 
purpose of Christ—rejoice in it and sympa- 
thize with it, and allow it to form itself in 
you. 

It is the continual labor of Christ in all 
his works, to stop evil in its beginnings.— 
Habit tends to perpetuate evil; but the ten- 
dency of Christ in you, is to check evil at 
the outset and kill it in the seed. When 
things have begun to go wrong, instead of 
thinking that they must go on and have a 





regular course, we shall learn of Christ how 
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to stop and begin anew. Wee shall learn to |the Primitive Church brought out. 


j a = Ba maT ) : 
disconnect one moment from another, so far ®0 avusive thing that the world should rep 


as evil is concerned, and not expect the next | 


moment to be like the present. 
This is a vastly greater enterprise than 


resent Christ as an impostor, and his apos- 
tles as dupes. Let the consequences to me 
be what they may, their characters must be 


| 
any of the physiologists, or ‘natural law’ |¢cleared up. 


advocates have undertaken. If we have 
formed a thorough determination to abolish 
habit, that comprehends all there is good 


in every reform; and with that determina- 


to help us. 


‘call 


| 
| 


! 
. ° ° a) Ae » Q oF ¢ y © , 
tion fixed in our minds, we shall have no | Hot tell her as often as once a day, that he| 


: Ag 
need of Grahamism, or any other cam, | 
I have sometimes queried | 


There may be something like what we 
the marriage-spirit, in our dealing 
with the truth. I once heard a woman say 
she never would marry a man who would 


loved her better than any body else. 
can deal with the truth in that way, and 


. linge it } y , ri} hi 
whether it was reasonable to hope for great, | insist upon its telling you every little while, 
sweeping, and rapid revolutions in the | that it loves you particularly. But that is 


public mind; but if God should destroy the | 
vitality of the principality of habit, it would | 
liberate people into a new medium, where 


sudden changes in thought, and action might | 
jof discovering and appreciating the 


be expected on a large scale. 


HOME-TALK.—NO. 178. 
Reporren Marcu 3, 1853, 
RIGHT ATTENTION TO THE TRUTH. 





not necessary. You ought rather to tell 
the truth that you love7?t, and whether it 
loves you much or little, you don’t care ; it 
is not a point of importance in this matter 
truth. 
The question of your salvation is one branch 


lof the truth, and it will be in order and 


importance to attend to it, as it comes up, 
but in your ordinary dealings with the truth, 


In the midst of the great truths with! j¢ is irrelevant to be continually lugging in 


. a, 8 . | 
which we are surrounded, it is desirable not 


your particular interest in it. What would 


to pay too much attention to their bearing | you say of a man’s studying the science of 


and effect upon us as individuals. 
we have an appreciation of some truth, 


When Geology 





gy, with reference entirely to ascer- 


‘taining what probability there was of find- 
we should not be diverted by the side-| 


ing a gold-mine on his own land. Ifin 


question how it affects us. We should pur- studying the science for its own sake, he 


sue the truth for its own sake, and let the | 


personal results take care of themselves.— | 
There is a liability to self-appropriation of 
truth, and to be intent on our own realiza-} 
tion of the truth, instead of the truth itself. 
God will give us, from time to time, oppor- 
tunity to rejoice in the effects of truth on 
our own interests, but it is childish and dis- 
tracting to be constantly referring to that 
view of what we learn. 

Tf we lay our hearts open to the truth, 
simply and nakedly, without being diverted 
by self-reference—if we give ourselves to it, 
mix our minds with it, and feed on it, the 
results will tell on our characters, and we 
need have no care about it. When we eat 
our dinner, we do not stop at every mouth- 
full to see how it is going to digest; we eat 
what is set before us and enjoy it, and the 
digestion takes care of itself. So with the 
truth, if we are simple in our attention to it, 
we shall grow by it without taking thought. 
If we receive the truth as the word of God, 
that is all we have to do: we need not try 
to work it into our consciousness; it will 
take care of that itself. The word of God 
‘effectually worketh,’ in them that believe. 

Our apprehension of truth has nothing 
whatever to do with personal considerations, 
properly speaking. We can take this atti- 
tude toward the truth—we can say of any 
fact, ‘This is true; I pronounce it true and 
will stand by it before heaven and earth, 
and stake every thing upon it: whether I 
am saved or damned, whether I am saint or 
sinner, this is true, and because I believe it 
is true I will stand by it. My personal re- 
lation to this truth is of noconsequence. I 
will rejoice in all truth as community prop- 
erty. I have an interest in the great whole, 
@ patriotic interest in the great universe of 
God, and the truth is community property 
to all his family, I rejoice in it as such, 
and will not be too careful to find out how 
much of the profit of this truth is coming 
into my pocket: I will risk God to take 
care of that. Here are immense truths 
that are God’s property; and so far as I 
am concerned they shall have their full | 
weight and power.’ In studying truth | 
relating to the Second Coming, for in- 
stance, our personal interest in it is nothing, 
compared with having the veracity of Christ | 
established, and the views and truthfulness of 


j 
| 


| 





discovers signs of such a fact, you would 
expect him to give attention to it; but you 
would say it was belittling to his own mind, 
and degrading to the science, to study it with 
that thing in view. 

You will avoid much litigation with Sa- 
tan by saying decisively :—‘ I will attend to 
Christ and the truth, let what will come— 
Satan may keep up his clamor about my in- 
dividual interests if he pleases, but it is 
enough for me to attend to the truth.’ We 
can have fellowship with each other’s faith in 
that position; but if each one is 
Geology with reference to discovering a gold 
mine on his own farm, we cannot sympa- 
thize with each other very much. I can- 
not take as much interest in your special 
concern as you do, and you cannot take the 
interest in mine that I do, but we can al- 
ways sympathize with cach other’s interest 
in the truth for its own sake. 

We have great pleasure in reading, and 
talking about the new motor, Ericsson’s Ca- 
But itis not because we are 


studying 


lorie engine. 
expecting to build a ship, or have any imme- 
diate sense of its profiting us personally. 

You cannot attend to the truth without 
being warmed by it, but you can refuse to 
have your attention diverted by that warm- 
ing. In the first place you are cold—you 
get your eye on some truth, and it begins to 
warm you, and then you turn your attention 
to the warming, and get cold again. You 
easily ‘pass from rejoicing in the truth, to 
rejoicing in your own sensations and then 
your joy is soon gone. 


Table-Talk, by J. §. N.--No. 53. 





Feb. 22, 1853. 

Persons are conscious when they are led 
into sensual excess of any kind, that 
there is pleasure connected with the seduc- 
tion; they are entice on by pleasure, and 
not by any thing that they recognize as evil. 
They are enticed really by the same thing 
that entices them to virtue—the love of hap- 
piness, which is at the bottom of all motive 
influences. Now the question is, What is 
the evil element that makes the difference 
between right attractions and wrong? They 
are both pleasurable, and both have for their 
object, apparent good. I apprehend that the 
wicked spirit which is concerned in the temp- 
tation to sensuality or any vice, has no pleas- 


= | 
You! 





It is| ure in it, and does not contribute to pleasure 


in any case, but on the contrary, just so far as 
itis present, it diminishes pleasure and in- 
troduces into the life uneasiness and dis- 
tress; and yet it has an agency in entice- 
ment. Considered as a miserable spirit, one 
that is destitute of comfort, it cannot have 
any direct agency; and what then is its 
agency? It is simply a deception—it fur- 
nishes a delusive medium through which 
persons look at the pleasures they pursue ; 
as if the devil could put spectacles on our 
eyes while we were eating, that would make 
our food apparently different from what is 
true, and so tempt us to eat more than we 
want, or to eat things that are not good. 
The spectacles would not alter the substances 
that we are dealing with, but would give us 
a false estimate of them, and come between 
us and them, so as to bring about a marriage 
that has fa!schood in it. 

That is just what the evil spirit does for 
us, in all its temptations. It is precisely 
the same spirit that runs persons off into 
errors of the mind. It is the same spirit 
that is concerned in all these spiritual bub- 
bles that are going, leading men off into 
trackless wastes of barrenness; the same 
that is concerned in every form of foolish- 
ness, brought upon people by spiritual de- 
ception. The lying spirit comes between 
us and the things that are around us, and 
abuses our perception, so that we see things 
inafalse light. It raises mirages, and like 
the colored glass in the ferry-boat windows, 
colors everything that is seen through it. 
Its action is universal. There is no pleasure 
in it: it does not communicate pleasure at 
all, but on the contrary is itself restless and 
tormented, § going about in dry places, seek- 
ing rest, and finding none.’ It is no help 
in the matter of our marriage with things 
around us, but robs us in every respect: 
its only agency is to falsify by coloring and 
deception. 

Simple pleasure, then, is not a thing to be 
afraid of: the devil is not concerned in it at 
all—it is harmless in its influence. But the 
main thing is to look out for the lying spirit; 
and look out that it does not make us liars 
ourselves. If the devil can seduce a person 
into deception and a lying spirit in the pur- 
suit of pleasure, he has him at his mercy, 
But 
if we keep ourselves out in the open day- 


and excess will be the consequence. 


light, ina true, honest spirit, consciously 
open to God and man, tere will be no dan- 
ger of sensuality in our pleasures. 

We may be sure of this, that wherever 
there is sensuality going,there is no increase 
of pleasure. Ifa man is stealing, he is not 
stealing pleasure, but torment. 
down such a manas happy. 
ble to steal pleasure. 
thing. 

The spirit of heaven is a spirit of pleas- 
ure. lLustead of being more abstinent and 
monkish, and repulsive to human nature, 
than the devil is, it is distinguished from the 
devil by its being a spirit of pleasure, the 
opposite of his spirit of uneasiness and tor- 
ment. It is the juggling of a fiend that 
tries to set down pleasure to the devil’s credit, 
as though he had the use of that. Itis God 
that made it, and he has the use of it. He 
is the ‘blessed’ God,and out of him comes all 
that gives zest to our enjoyments. ‘In his 
presence is fullness of joy, and at his right 
hand are pleasures for evermore.’ It 
is the gushing forth of the water of life 
that proceeds out of the throne of God and 
of the Lamb, that gives us all the multiplied 
enjoyments even of our bodies, in things 
which appertain to this world. Satan dods 
not contribute an atom to the music of this 


Never set 
Tt is not possi- 
Pleasure is an honest 





world, buton the contrary all his influence 
goes to spoil it. In seeking pleasare, then, 
seek unto the Lord, and be sure that you 
seek it in the pure, open spirit—the honest 
spirit: it is to be found in no other. 


A Sketch of the Life of Alexander Crudens- 
History of his Concordance. 

[Cruden’s large Concordance is an invaluable assistant to the 
Bible student. It is not only unrivalled for its completeness, 
by any other work of its kind, but it is the best commentary on 
the Bible that has ever been published. It is a cepious diction- 
ary and commentary combined, By it you can compare scrip- 
ture with scripture. which is the best method of interpretation, 
The amount of labor bestowed in its compilation would seem te 
be enough for an ordinary lifetime, if a man did nothing else; 
and when we consider that it was the product of the leisure 
hours of one whose whole life was otherwise devoted to author- 
ship and @ continued round of philanthropic duties, and who 
labored all the while under the indictment of insanity, it is a 
marvelous production—a noted specimen of God's way of 
choosing ‘ the weak things ofthe world’ to further his purposes, 
The following abstract of the life of Cruden, which we take 
from Younginan’s prefaee to his Concordance, we think will be 
interesting to the readers of The Circular :) 

The Sacred Scriptures, of the Old and New 
Testaments, were written and published in the 
same manner and form as other books of the 
age and country to which they belong. The 
prose writings had originally that unbroken flow 
which distinguishes this species of composition, 
whilst the poetic parts of the Old Testament 
were subjected to such arrangements as formed 
the peculiar quality of Hebrew poesy. The 
divisions into chapters and verses, which now 
prevail, were the work of industrious men in 
later ages, when, in consequence of that strict 
investigation which the scriptures had to under- 
go, for the support or confutation of various 
disputed points, there arose an eager desire for 


‘a verbal examination of their contents, and a 


consequent necessity for frequent references. 
it may be, that neither religion nor the Serip- 
tures would have made a worse appearance at the 
present day, if these changes had never taken 
place. The breaks made by the chapters fre- 
quently occasion misapprehension of the mean- 
ing of the sacred writers, as they sometimes occur 
in the midst of a chain of reasoning, separating 
the conclusion from the premises, or both from 
theirapplication. And as most persons, from the 
force of habit, continue to read, both in public 
and private, neither more nor less than a chap- 
ter, the errors which are acknowledged to arise 
from these injudicious divisions, fail of being 
corrected in practice. Amongst innumerable 
instances of this kind, the fourth and fifth chap- 
ters of the Epistle to the Romans, the fourth 
and fifth of the Seeond Epistle to the Corinthi- 
ans, and the first and second of the Second 
Hpistle of Peter, may be mentioned as illus- 
trations. ‘The divi:ion into verses has produced 
a still more injurious effect. They break the 
continuity and even surface of the Seriptures 
into an infinite number of sections, all like 
electric points, glistening with the fires of con- 
troversy ; whilst they bring these apparently 
distinct and independent propositions into a 
state of unnatural prominence. In consequence 
of these arrangements, all the varieties of sects 
with which Christendom abounds, are enabled 
to bring ‘ chapter and verse’ for their conflict- 
ing and sometimes contradictory statements.— 
Yet, though these distinctions may not have 
been of advantage to the cause of truth, and 
the right understanding of the Scriptures, they 
have treyuently assisted the meditations of the 
pious Christian, aud been found convenient to 
divines, in the composition of tkeir publie dis- 
courses. ‘The detached form in which the 
most important and interesting sentiments ap- 
pear, gives the memory a firmer hold upon 
them, and impresses them more strongly on 
the feelings of the heart. © Whether, however, 
this condition of the Seripture has been for the 
better or the worse, it has now gained so firm 
an establishment, as probably to be unalterable ; 
and it forms the basis on which Concordances 
are constructed, whilst it greatly increases their 
use and necessity. 

Few of those who consult a concordance will 
think of seeking for entertainment from a life 
of the author ; and fewer still would imagine, 
that 2 man who could confine himself for years 
to such an employment, could be the subject of 
that waywardness of mind which frequently at- 
tends the higher powers of genius, and excites 
the sympathies of mankind. Yet Alexander 
Cruden was one of those, 

“ Or crazed by care, or crossed by hopeless love,” 
who trod the path of life on the verge of that 
awful abyss, where the hopes and happiness of 
so many great minds have been ingulfed.— 
And if madness was, in his ease, softened iato 
eccentricity, or directed to the correction and 
amendment of the generation in which he lived, 
he was probably indebted, for his escape, to 
that absorption of mind which such a work as 
this must have occasioned. What would have 
been to others intolerable drudgery, was a sed- 
ative to hisagitated mind; and the labor, which 
would have wasted the energies of a happier 
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man, was the balm of his wounded spi:it.— , by superintending the publication of several editions; Thus lived and thus died Alexander Cruden, who! she will ere long become perfectly armed by 
y 5 | . a (lyree anc q slessics: anc anifester ich it y say, it! ors . . . ; ° ' BF ‘ 
Who, then, was Alexander Cruden? and what | of the Greek and Roman classics; and manifested mig t justly say, with Horace, the spirit of health in Chnst Jesus, against all 
’ amine’ widale maneel - . at the most simple and inoffensive manners, and the | * Exegi monumentum ere perennius.? disease whether of the body or soul 

were those oo rows W ale 1 sought relief in the | most conscientious integrity, in all his undertakings I have finisied amonument more lasting than brass. case } cro 1¢@ Dody or soul, 
intensity of incntal application, and in unwea- At last, he unfortunately happened to have some Ile had, amidst the avocations of business, and the Danitet Lone. 
ried, though often visionary, efforts for the dispute, at his lodgings, with his sister, who had, , disturbance of a deranged intellect, accomp'ished a 
public good / 


about a twelvemonth before, married a Mr. Wild; | work which will live as long as the Euglis language, 
He is recorded to have been the second son 


jand through her influence, he was again confined fer | and accompany the sacred Seriptures, which are 
he aoe .| the space of seventeen days, the shortness of which | circulated in that language, through all parts of the | 
of aw wrthy’ citizen, a baillie or alderman of time seems rather to indicate that his disorder was | habitable globe. On the enlarging and perfecting , 
Aberdeen, where he was born ‘in 1701, and | not of a very malignant nature. His release was | his great work. the Concordance, le employed all | the Canada side of the Niagara Falls—in the ‘ . 
educated in the grammar school of that city. | speedily followed by another narrative of adven- | the leisure hours of the latter period of his life. }Queen’s dominions, But I find the same Proy- 
: = |idence at work here as in all other places, 


FROM CANADA WEST. 
Drummondeile, Feb. 28, 1853. 
—You see by the date of this that I am on 
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| tures, in which he assumed the permanent charac- | == 














eecding years he showed the acute state of his mimil, 


This tock place Nov. 1, 1770, 














At the age of nineteen, ; he took the degree | ter of Alexander the Corrector, the title of which | emt 7 * wh ~ ON .) in i work 
of Master of Arts, at Marischal ( ollege, #4 | was not less curious than that of his former history : | C Viti j i ° | Jesus Christ is the saine yesterday, to-day, f 
attended, probably with a view to the ministry, | * The adventures of d/exander theCorrector, where- | —~~~v~~ ~~ eee - ver weee eee | and forever,’ and the same in every land ; and u 
the divinity lectures of Rev. Mr. Blackwell; |!" ” em! pseu ‘a moe being sent be Chelnes. FROM VIRGINIA. | the Primitive Church is as accessible here ag a 
I . -— oe Ss ean > e)} and of lis bad usage during the time of his Chelsea : 7 as -, | or ‘ a ane 0 
but an -inei lent occurred at this period of his | campaign, which continued seventeen days, from the Shepherdstown, Iebruary 27, 1853. ) Pg A meri - ' _ ; 4 , , 
life, which, operating on a sensitive ang irtita- 12th to the 29th of September, 1753. With an ac-|  _ T aw in hopes thas oa tela corm of a\ 2 Visit at this place has been very pleasant n 
ble constitution, blasted his fondest hopes, |} count of the Chelsea academies, or the private|)  , : ‘ a = and profitable. l am mueh pleased with the b 
darkened his fairest prospects, and cast hin places for the confinement of such as are supposed to | Family School will ultimately grow into a much | pelievers here; I love and appreciate them si 
upon the world with a shattered and distracted be deprived of the exercise of their reason. To | Jarger school, for spiritual improvement. I| more and niore. Where the Circular goes, I " 
y which is added, an aceount of the prophecies of some i a 4 ie l Gnd it isr “eee ’ I 
mind. | pious ministers of the gospel, foretelling that dexr- | think, if I know myself, (and ‘having an une- | find it is read with increasing interest, and pre- u 
Whilst a-stu lent at the university, he had imbibed | ander’s afflictions are designed by Divine Providence | jy) from ihe Holy One. we know all thines.’) | P@™™8 the way, asl helieve, for the reign of P 
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erdeen, als attachinent he prosecuted with his aj ' 0 and ¢ sper me i yser- | tha vave no other motive or objec n view! . . : . . . 
tn - t : al a Ar a being a Joseph, and a prosperous man. With ok srs | ‘ ¢ or on} In Vie | the truths it contains. The topics therein dis- a 
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